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explosionof lethalweapons
‘. .,

-’

followingshouldnot be misccpstruedah a repudiationof the

UnitedStatesas our govemtig agencyfor the,l.hitedIVaticx+sunderthe

trusteeshipagreement,for asidefrom the complatitregisteredin this

petitionwe have foundthe pmericanadministrationbyfar the most agreeable

one in our memory. But In view of khe increasingdangerfromthe experiments

with deadlyexplosivesthousandsof times.more powerful.thananything

previouslylmownto men, the lethaleffectsof which have alreadytouched

the inhabitantsof two of the atollsin the Marshalls,namely,Rongelab

andUterik,who are now sufferingin variousdegreesfrom “loweringof

bloodcount,”burns,nauseaand the fallingoff of hair from the head, and

whose completerecoveryno one can promisewith any cefiainty,we, the

Marshallesepeoplefeel thatwe must followthe dictatesof our consciences

to bringforththis urgentplea to the UhitedNatione,whichhas pledged
.

itselfto safeguardthe life,liberty&d the generalwell beingof the

peopleof the TrustTerritory,of whichthe Marshallesepeople,are a part.
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peopleare-noto&’ fea~lof the danger’~o thek J

,J. . .
. .

~:t”i.
-.

“per~onsfromthsse deadlyweaponsin case of anothermiscalculation,but

‘;theyare also very concernedfor the increasingn~.berof peoplewho are

beingremovedfmm theirI&d; ,, ‘ ~ ‘
.. ..,-.,

Land meag a greatdeal‘tothe M&tiese. Tt meansmore than ~ust

a placewhereyou can plantyow. food crbps ,- ‘buildjroui?houses; or a,.,,
placewhereyou.can buqy your dead. It is tl& ~e~ life of the”~ople ~

Take away theirland and their spiritsgo also. ‘

..!

The MarshallIslandsare ali low corazatolb with land ar,ea,where

fbod plants ~sn be cultivatedquitelimited,even for todajts’population
. .,.

of abouteleven-thousandpscple. But the populatim ia’grofii&”rapidly;.,
the timewhen this number”wil.1.be dcubled.ia‘&t fqr off., . ,

;...

The Japsnese’had takenaway the bs;t’portionsof the following

atolls; Jaluit}Kwajalein,Enewetak,MU.1.e,M&loelapendWotje to be

“fortifiedas part of theirpreparationfor the hat war;,WorldWar ~..,
So far, onlyImed~Islandon JaluitAtoll has been returnedto ~ts fozqer

owners.,,. ,,
For security.reasmsj Kwa$+e$n Islandis.beingkept for the military. . ..

WB. Biki+i~d Eniwetakwere takenaw~ for A~~c bo~ testsad their.. .
inhabitantswere moved toKili Islandand U~elangAtollreepecti~ely. .

BecauseRongelaband .Uterikare now radio-active,theirMuibitants are

beingkspt on Kwajaleinfor an Indeterminateleng~ qf t@e. “Wherenext?”

is the big questionwhich loomslargein all of ourmind~. ,,. ,

Thereforejwe the membersof thsMarsh&ese C,ongressHold-OverCommittee,

writersof this petition,who ars empoweredby theMarshalleseCongressjto
,,

act in itsname when it is not in sessionand’which”is& t= a group of

membere”reprea’enttigall the mmici~elitiesin the Marshalls,due to the
.’

increasingthreatto our-life,liberty.}hap~inessand posseesicmof Md) do,
.. .

herebysubmitthis petitionto theUaitedNationswith the hope that it will

act m our urgentplea..Thusjwe requestthat:
-. 1. All the experimentswith lethalweapons@thin this area be

immediatelyceased,
..

2. If the experimentswith saidweaponsshouldbe judged-absolutely

necessaq for the eventualwell beimgof all the peopleof thisworld

Sooovn
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OF THE MARSHA.LLX%CONGR& .

HOLD-OVERCOl@lI!.

home atoll‘ “

KabuaKabua
KabuaKabua .

Occupation

DistrictJudge,MarshallIs.
. ..’

Teacher

1. Ailingla@ap
t...’

2. AtlanAnien
AtlanAnien -

DwightHeine
DwightHeine

RobertReimers
RobertRelmers

Namu “
:,,

3* Ebon Superintendentof Schools,
Marshall1s..,

‘4. Jaluit Businessman

Businessman ,,C. Dominick ~
harlDominick

Likiep“ 5.

6. NamuErmil~.~‘
N~u;-

EenrySamuel
HenrySamuel

By

Jiblok
Jiblok

.,.
By

AisaiaDavid
AisaiaDavid

By.. . .

AmataKabua
Amata Kabua

LazarusSimon
LazarusSimon

SeniorClerk,MarshaU.
Administration..

7. Ma@ro MedicalPractitioner

Joab,Cousin (mdernal parrallel)

8. Businessm’m

,!

Dorothy’K.Sister

Magistrate,MajuroAtoll

Teacher

Sc~ibe,Ma$mo Atoll

DorothyK. Mother

Majuro10.

U.. Ma,juro

,.

otherinterestedMarshalleseand 100

,.
Citizens

-----
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and cmnot be stoppedor ohenged to otherareas&e to’the,.
unavailabilityof otherlocations,we then submitthe fouc~ .

suggestions:

(a) All possibleprecautionarymeac3ureebe takenbefore

suchweaponsare explo~d. Allhuman bein&! and their

valuablepossessionsbe transportedto”safedistancea

first,beforesuchexplosionsoccur.

(b) All the peoplelivingIn this &a”be i.@rutted in “

safetymeasures. The peopleof Rongelsbwouldhave avoided

much dangerif theyhad knownnot to drinkthe waterson their

homo Islandafterthe radio.aotivedustshad settledon them. ‘,

(c) Adequatefundsbe set asideto pay for the possessions.
of the peoplein casetheywi31 have‘tobe-movedflwm their

homes. This will includelands,housesand whatever

posseesims the~ cannottake with them,so that the

unsatisfactoryarrangementsfor the Bil.dnhnsand Eniwetak

EeopleshaU not be repeated.

(d) Coursesbe taughtto MarshalleseMedicalPractitioners

and Health-Aideswhichwill be usefulIn the detecttigof =d

the circumventingof preventabledangers.

We wouldhe very @eased to su>mitmore informationor ex@ein further

any pointswe have fiisedthatmay need clarifications.

The Marshallesepeoplewho signedthis ptition are on the fo~owlz’%

sheets,dividedin the followingmanner: The firstgroupare mexxibersof

theMarshalleseCongressHold-OverCoumittee. The secondgroupare some of

the many interestedMarshallesecitizens. The name

m the left hand sideand his or her hae atolland

righthand side oppositethe signature.

If more aignatures”=eneededwe will pr~pt~

of eachpersonappears

occupationon the

supplythem. The only

reasonwe are not su~plyingmore now is becauseto do so would~meana dew

of scmethreemonths,the thne necessaryto =ke completecl.rcuitof our

far-flunga#tollsand Islandsby ship.

5000VN


